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New York Openings This Week 


Dark Legend-President, 3/24/52. David Heilwell, Robert W. Winter-Berger and 
Darren McGavin present a new play by Helene Fraenkel based on novel by Dre Frederic 
Wertham.e Cast features James Lipton, Olive Deering and James Daly, directed by Mor- 
ton Da Costae Limited run, if successful will be moved to large house...The Grass 
Harp-Martin Beck, 3/27/52. Saint Subber presents new pley by Truman Capote. Musi- 
cal score by Virgil Thomson, scenery and costumes by Cecil Beaton, directed by Ro- 
bert Lewise Mildred Natwick, Johnny Stewart, Russell Collins, Alice Pearce, Ruth 
Nelson and Sterling Holloway included in cast. 


Digests of Current Reviews - late reviews last page 


Flight Into Egypt-Music Box, 3/18/52. Split decision voiced by daily reviewers 
on Irene Mayer Selantck' s production of George Tabori's first play. Debut of Gusti 


Huber greeted by all, as was fine acting of cast headed by Paul Lukas. Direction by 
Elia Kazan, sets by Jo Mielziner was deemed perfect. News, Mirror, Compass, Journal 
Americen, Eagle, Press and Women's Wear first nighters applauded drema depicting 
problems of displaced persons in diverse degrees. Chapman, News, found it exciting 
theatre, though not a well-constructed play. Colemm, Mirror, thought high spots 
make it worth seeinge Pollock, Compass, couldn't find my penetrating disclosures, 
but he listened with deep respect to impressive production. McClain, Journal Ameri- 
cen, agreed with most that play started slow, but script was eloquent and profound. 
Sheaffer, Eagle, and Dash, Women's Wear, placed show as one of best of season. Dis= 
senters disagreed mainly because they were disappointed that script wasn't as impor 
tant as its theme. Atkinson, Times, Kerr, Herald Tribune, Watts, Post and Hawkins, 
World Telegram & Sun, all filed very mild negative verdicts. Times critic thought 
script much too trifling and commonplace. Herald Tribume reviewer was bored by mass 
of unpleasant details. Post man was frmkly disappointed at the end result, while 
WT&S appraiser complained of excess of characters, in place of characterization. 
Several noted that plot seemed unimportant in face of play's theme. Pro or con, 
this promises to be the most controversial play of the season, the kind everyone has 
to see in self-defense. 


Golden Boy-ANTA Playhouse, 3/12/51. ‘Two pros and two cons filed by first of 
weekly reviewers to file notices on ANTA's third production of the season. Rave re- 
view from Gabriel, Cue, shared adjectives with all concerned with revival of Odets' 
Group Theatre hit. The story still has the makings of a modern parable and m ex- 
citing sermon, he stated. Newsweek critic billed it as a steadily absorbing produc- 
tion of one of Odets' best. John Garfield and Lee J. Cobb were praised by all. But 
Bron, Variety, thought Bette Grayson end Art Smith were badly miscast in the Odets' 
directed production. Script seemed dated to him, alsoe Time aisle sitter, just does 
not think much of the script to begin with. In addition Garfield did not seem right 
for the lead. Odets semi-grotesques seem more vivid than his key figures. 


News & Notes 


Shows that closed include Remains to be Seen...Golden Boy ANTA run extended 
through April 6th...NY Drama Critics’ Circle meets April 6th at Hotel Algonquin to 
pick best American and foreign plays and best musical comedy of season.. Keating, 
Cue, writes monthly columm for "Charm." 
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le. NY Times 12. ChreScience Monitor 25e WCBS Leonard 


2 NY Herald Tribune 13. Journal of Commerce 24. Commonweal 

Se NY News 14. Moming Telegraph 25- Cue 

4 WY Mirror 15. Ward Morehouse 26- Nation 

Se NY Compass 16. George Jean Nathan 27. New Leader WEVD 
6- NY Post 17- Wall Street Journal 28. New Republic 

7e NY Journal American 18. Women's Wear 29. Newsweek 

8. NY World Telegram-sun 19. Billboard 30. New Yorker 

9. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Variety 31. Park East 

10. L.I.Press 21. Critical Digest 32. Saturday Review 
ll. Newark News 22e Theatre Arts 53e Time 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


THE CONSTANT WIFE-12/8/51 Con: 3-21-25-30. None: 11-13-14-15-17-18-26-28-31. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 Con: 2-6-15=16-22-24-27-30-33. None: 14-18-26-28-29- 
GIGI-11/24/51 Con: None: 14-23. 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 Con: 26¢ None: 10. 
I AM A CAMERA-11/28/51 Con: 3=5=7-12-27-28- So-So: 1. None: 10-17-14-18-26. 
JANE=2/1/52 Con: 2=7-9-19-21-24-27-28-32-33. 
None: 5-10-11-12-13-14-15-16-22-31. 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 Con: 26. None: 10. 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 Con: 16-21. None: 10-26=32.6 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/51 Con: 4-7-23-27-30-33. 
None: 
PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 Con: None: 14-18-27-28-32. 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 . Con: 27» None: 13-14-28-31. 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 Con: 8-22-26=27-28-33. None: 7-11-14-31-23. 
THE SHRIKE-1-15-52 Con: 8-16-21-22-26-27. None: 12-13-14-17-31. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 Gon: 33. So-So: 25. None: 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 Con: 4=21-25-26-27-30. So-So: 3. None: 10. 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 Con: 6=7-27. None: 12-26-28-32. 


Americen Theatre Wing Professional Training Program will run summer courses for 
teachers of music, drama, dance and radio-TV...Clarence Derwent named president of 
Dramatic Workshop..»ANTA membership drive featured discussion on "The Playwright and 
the Theatre" with Arthur Miller, Moss Hart, Anita Loos and Joseph Kramn... $10,000 
donated by Mrs. arthur Murray to ANTA to develop young actors md playwrights... 
Stock Menagers Association voted Lillian Gish and Edward Everett Horton "The stars 
who have contributed most to the 1951 season"...Juanita Hall rejoins South Pacific 
as Bloody Mary..eGarry Davis rejoins Stalag 17, Sam Kirkman succeeds Ric Poston 
eeeLouis Simon, Equity executive secretary, ousted by vote of membership...Eighty- 
six Ohio theatre fans spent week in NYC seeing shows, guided by Nadal, Columbus 
Citizen...Stage Managers Club to give fifth edition of its "Talent Show" on April 28 
e++Fire Sale has changed its name to Hook 'n Ladder...WOR TV to present past Broad- 
wey hits in their entirety starting April 14th. The same play will be given with 
the sane cast five nights a week from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PMe First play will be The 
Trial of Mary Dugan, to be followed by Three Men On A Horse. pone 


t A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' . 
| 
| 
' Theatre News Round Up ' 


THEATRE WARNINGS..-NYC will lose chance to guide destinies of American Theatre unless 
it ceases its condescension toward hinterland groups, states Coleman, Mirrore 
Unless it realizes its responsibilities toward these groups a schism in taste 
end technique is inevitable...Playwrights must stop considering themselves as 
thinkers and return to efforts of writing interesting, worth while dramas, urges 
Kerr, Hereld Tribune. 


REHEARSED READINGS...-Promising new plays could be tried out on Sundays with all star 
casts, suggests "Stage." British trade paper thinks such a practice, with 
audience insured because of the stars, could prove a boon to the frustrated 
playwright. Audience would pay low cost of production of such rehearsed readings. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Broadway is reviving everything these days but common courtesy, 
integrity, morality md reasonable prices, chides Gardner, Herald Tribune... 
Renewed out of town interest in NYC theatre makes Sheaffer, Eagle, wonder why 
theatre itself doesn't come up with some new bright promotion ideasese.8:00 PM 
opening night curtains cancelled by drawn out intermissions, complains Watts, 
Poste 


FOLIO COST..-Sale of famed Rosenbach collection of Shakespeare folios to a private 
Swiss collector for one million dollars saddens Herald Tribume editorial page 
writer... Paper wishes that books could be put on a farewell public exhibition 
before they leave these shorese. Sole consolation is that words contained in the 
folios are exactly the same as those in 59 cent edition. 


MAIL BOX. Distinguished American plays, however critical, give our culture world 
dignity, answers Watts, Post, to anonymous European diplomat who urged U.S. 
government to sponsor propaganda type plays...Ticket broker John McBride writes 
Chapman, News, that ticket buyers cannot blame the brokers for not revealing the 
evils of benefit audiences. 


AWARD BIZe..Jule Styne deserves award as most courageous producer of season for pro= 
ducing Pal Joey in spite of everyone's advice, recommends Watt, Newsee.Critics 
Circle may decide not to give award in musical class this season, noted Chapman, 
News. 


BUSINESS UP...In spite of constant complaints Broadway legit business is up, Variety 
survey revealse Though less shows have been presented the total gross is above 
past five seasons records. This means there has been more and more business 
for fewer and fewer shows. Result is that market is steadily shrinking for 
average hits and moderate draws that once paid off. 


Living Theatre, new tenants of Greenwich Village's Cherry Lane Theatre, were 
commended by three critics for attempting difficult evening of short plays by T.S. 
Eliot, Gertrude Stein and Pablo Picasso. Desire or Trapped by the Tail, Picasso's 
sole play, was tabbed as a Tobacco Road of the Arts by Gabriel, cue. McDonald, 
Billboard, admitted humor made him miss serious aspects of play that program insists 
are included, but he recommended entire performance as worth while. Even Bohemia 
was never like it, he concludec. Pollock, . found evening as stimulating as visit 
to Museum of Modem Art...Circle in Square's vurrent production Yerma, received "pro" 
review from Hawkins, WI&S, for doing a fine job on just the sort of show it should 
be doing. 
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' OFF BROADWAY 


' Drama Desk on 7:00 PM Curtains ' 


7:00 PM curtain plen will be very successful, a dozen theatre producers and 
theatre union representatives predicted at March "Drama Desk" luncheon meeting. 
They told the NYC drama reporters and editors that proposed Monday night 7:00 PM cur- 
tains for Broadway shows starting September 8th will benefit all concerned. Guests. 
at the meeting included Solly Pernick, Theatrical Protective Union Noe 1, Milton 
Weintraub, ATPAM, Howard Bay, Scenic Artists Local Union 829, and producers Richard 
Rodgers, Maurice Evens, Edward Choate, Robert Whitehead, Herman Bernstein, David 
Heilwell, Stanley Gilkey, Richard Myers, Morton Gottlieb. 


The early: curtain should be instituted every night of the week, not just on Mon- 
days, urged Pernick. Practice enables theatre workers, as well as theatre patrons, 
to get home eafliere His stagehand union is 100 percent for any move that will bring 
new people into theatre audiences. They would like to see a full program of 7:00 PM 
curtains tried on a show that is just about to fold. Experience with Sunday night 
performances, which many producers were against at first showed that often it made 
the difference in keeping a show going for weekse Actually, Pernick wishes the pro- 
ducers wouldn't wait until September to start the plan. This hesitancy on the part 
of the League of NY Theatres as a group, he stated, is not in the public good. If 
the idea is to help the theatre it must be done as a wnit, with no dissenters. It 
isn't natural for the theatre to dwindle. It can be helped if the people of the 
theatre will do something about it, Pernick concluded. 


Staggered curtain time plan suggested by Maurice Evans, who told of his own Lon- 
don experiences. Because plays and shows there open at a variety of times, the 
theatre fan has a double choicee First he can choose what time he wants to go to the 
theatre, then he cen choose what he wants to see. A direct result of this has been 
to cut tardiness almost 100 percent, ticket buyers know what time their show starts 
and get there on time. British actors like the early curtain because it enables them 
to get up early in the morning for their own motion picture work. With austerity 
progrem it has become custom to eat at home after the theatre. Evans admitted that 
last season at the NYC City Center the board voted down his plans for an early 
curtain. 


South Pacific Monday night 7:00 PM curtains have proved there is an audience for 
the early curtain in NYC, said Rodgers. Not only does the new time enable the work- 
ing girl to get home early, but the older theatre fans also appreciate the advantages 
of getting out of the theatre before 10:00 PM. The propaganda for the theatre that 
Monday night is the evening you cen go to the theatre end get home early is a wonder- 
ful thing that should attract new fans, Rodgers pointed out. 6:00 PM curtain time in 
NYC is impractical, he stated. Producer has noticed that Monday night audiences at 
South Pacific are three times as fresh as the regular mdiences. 


Negative thinking by producers finding reasons why they cannot cooperate imme- 
diately on a 7:00 PM curtain may kill the idea completely, feared Weintraub. Choate 
doubted if audiences believe curtains go up at advertised times. Bernstein reminded 
that Monday night tickets will read "7:00 PM starte' Others endorsed early curtain, 
but couldn't start immediately because of heavy advance sales. 


Salt of the Earth folded in BostoneeeAngus Duncan serving as executive sec- 
retary pro tem of Actors EquityeeeFriends of Chicago Public Library planning May 17 
memorial luncheon for Ashton Stevense.»Morehouse,WT&S, going on 4 week round the 
world trip April 18eeeRice,Post, honored at after theatre party by Equity Community 
Theatre, 
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' Legit Stuff 


' Digects of Current Reviews 


Three wishes for Jemle- Hellinger 3/21/52. All datly critics, 
even the tree dissenters, agreed that new musicrl pley by Cherles 
O'Neal end Abe Burrows, based on O'Neal's Christopher prize novel, 
was pleasant, excellently cest and well mounted. George Jenkins en. 
Miles white colorful costumes and sets shared honors with fine cast 
herded by John Raitt, Anne Jeffreys, Bert wheeler. Abe Burrows ove: 
ell direction,and dance numbers stegei by Eugene Loring and TedCarcp 
elso rated cheers. But Relph 3lane's music end lyrics drew divided 
vote. Many thought tunes pleesent, while meny complainec they lecked 
originslity. Kerr,Herald Tribune, retei it ss amiable spring enter~ 
tainment, thenks to Raitt's convincing acting. Cherman,News, enjoyed 
rroceedings,but wished book wes tighter. Coleman, Mirror, and Haw- 
kins, .T&S,tiled rave reviews; latter terming it big,healthy, frank 
end funny. Schaeffer, Eagle, pointed out thet musical succeeded in 
beguiling sudience through its charm Disecnters included Times,rost 
and Journal American aisle sitters. Times man just didn’t think all 
the effort was worthwnile from the creative stenapoint. hile atts, 
rost, didn't think story very interesting for sentimental musics] 
McClnin,Journel Americon, thought story end music fea tled 
to sustsin musicel presentea vy Albert and Arthur Lewis. 


The Long watch-Lyceum 3/20/52 . Sole daily critic to enjoy 
Hervey tetsltprs Tirst pley, presented by Anthony 3 Farrell and 
Charles Coourn, Wae Hewkins, wT&S. Evening seper eppraliser tho ght 
clay of WAVES life was e diverting,litcle melodramatic comedy, agrer- 
eboly contrived in a light manner. .ialter Abel, Sonie Sorel end Lioyd 
Knight were eppleuded. Script ia etuff movies snd/or TV series could 
do well with, Eawkins concluded. Collesgues didn't agree. Moct 
panned offering as trite end poorly written. Though eeverel did en- 
joy navy rescue scenes, they fanned comedy eenuences es borroved 
from host of pley end movies. Kerr,Hereld Tribune, quippe that play 
will do ss much fq@ uAVESes Grendma'« Diery did for diaries, 


One Bright Day- Royele 35/19/52. Lindsey end Crouse production 
of Sigmund Miller's first play recommended by mejority of newspacer 
drame critics as stimulnting, though lightweight, evening in theatre. 
Lindey's portreyal as the drug manufecturer wrs rated nis best by 
several. Glenn Anders sno .alter iiattneu headed supporting cest, most 
of whom were complimentec. Michsel Gordon's cirection elso shered 
crecits. At':inson,Times, appleute’ suthor for meking businese prob- 
lems pleusible end dramatic. Straightforward honecty end excellence 
of production is juet what B3rondwey hase been seeking 911 se-s0n,noted 
Kewkins, »T&S. Cooke,.:all St Journel, wae fascinerted by the two 
directors! meetings held onstege. Herald fribune, Mirror, rost 
and Journel Americen reviewers voted "con." herr,hersla Tribune, 
and wattc,bost, thought scrirt too much like Ibsen's An Enemy of the 
keoyle to stand elone. Confusions in , lot ena cherecterizat 
eIso Blamed. McClein,Journel Americen, douited if scrirt proved a 
very profound point. Colem-n,Mirror, just meriec it off es “one dull 
night.” Dash, women's wear, found it a worthy first effort,and hoped 
Miller will be encouregei to write more plays. Title confwed a few 
with Chapman,News, edmitting he didn't know what it meant. Mirror ; 
critic thinks it was for Anders acting job. 
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